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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: position not filled 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

First Scheduled meeting for this month: Saturday 6th August. 

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

EVENTS 2016 

Divison Honey Extraction  - Saturday 20th August (See page 4) 

August Bank Holiday, Monday 29th - Wisborough Green Honey Show.  (See page 13) 

BIBBA Conference  - 20th to 22nd September, Isle of Man. (See page 6) 

National Honey Show  - 27th, 28th & 29th October, Sandown Park Racecourse. 

 

BBKA Modules  - 12th November. (See page 5) 

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

. 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

AUGUST 2016 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please continue to check your email for any further information regarding apiary meetings. 

See list of topics 

to be covered on 

Page 4 
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After over 50 years of beekeeping it is expected that a beekeeper would 

have seen it all, but don't think that at all.  There is always something 

different and with a little observation you will see a lot that you have 

never seen before, much of it not in books or on the screen, so here is 

an example.  

 

The colony records at the apiary show that at the meeting on 2nd July 

several colonies were short of food.  In the succeeding 3 weeks there 

was as good a nectar flow in July as I think I have ever seen; to the 

point where several members ran out of supers.  In general we keep non-prolific queens in our 

colonies, but I am aware of beekeepers elsewhere who keep much more prolific queens, who were 

feeding throughout June, just to keep their bees alive.  I haven't heard of anyone locally having to 

do that, but regular inspections and assessing the state of colonies will soon show any similar 

problems. 

 

At the last meeting on 30th July it was clear the nectar flow of the previous few weeks was coming 

to an end.  There was little nectar being stored in the brood area or flying out of the combs when 

they were shaken, as had happened in the previous few weeks.  There was, however, one colony 

where the brood box was full of recently collected nectar.  It was a colony that had been made up 

as a demonstration the previous week to show that you can make a full colony by taking frames of 

brood, food and bees from several colonies and placing on the stand of another colony that had 

been removed.  It was given a protected queen cell and obviously received the flying bees from the 

removed colony.  I wondered why it had collected so much nectar in such a short time when others 

hadn't.  It had the flying bees from one colony, but presumably flying bees on the donor combs 

would have flown home, so not adding to the foraging force.  This was shown to be the case, be-

cause the combs were not crowded with bees.  Unsealed brood is very hungry, but there would still 

have been a requirement to feed brood for at least 5 of the 7 days after the colony was made up, so 

that wasn't much of a factor. 

 

I can't ever remember seeing anything like this, but it makes me wonder why one colony out of 

over 50 can find nectar when others can't.  The obvious guess would be the bees flying to their old 

home, but that would have taken food away, not added to it. 

 

This is one of a number of things that have been seen at the apiary this summer.  There is always 

something different and if I am made aware of it by the Demonstrators, I take it round the groups 

to show them.  Two recent examples come to mind, the first was an emergency cell that well over 

half those present didn't recognise as a queen cell, which, if left, could have resulted in a swarm 

and a very poor queen taking over a colony; the other was a worker that was extruding beeswax 

from its abdominal wax glands, something very rarely seen. 

 

Several people have asked me about my annual trip to Gormanston.  It went well, with fairly good 

weather.  I keep trying to get our members to go, but so far only one has - how about you next 

year?  Most years I get asked to do a lecture, but this year I ended up doing a bit more.  On one 

day, about 10-15 minutes before the start of a morning lecture, I was asked if I would give a dem-

onstration to beginners at the hives, along with 9 others.   I always take a veil, which I put on and 

waited for someone to light all the smokers.   They were completely filled with fuel, then blasted  

 

Nell and friend 
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from the top with a gas torch - a common method that usually results in the smoker being less than 

efficient.  Why does a simple task like lighting a smoker cause so much trouble? 

 

Afterwards I was talking to a couple of beekeepers when I was taken aside by someone who has 

kept bees a long time and told that at the hive I should always wear a beesuit and gloves.  To do 

otherwise gives the wrong message to beginners!  The organiser was obviously happy because I 

was asked to do a repeat in the afternoon. 

 

There was a spare nucleus of bees that someone had brought as a back-up for the demonstration 

nucs.  The owner asked me if I would inspect it and give him my opinion.  I jokingly suggested I 

could auction it for him, which he took me up on!  Following clearance from the organisers, I did 

that the following day, with a reserve of €200.  They were on 6 combs in a brand new Maisemore 

polynuc, all on new comb.  They were dark native bees, without any yellow markings.  They were 

brilliant to handle, being nice and calm on the combs.  I sold them for €250, but the successful bid-

der could only pay €50, with the rest later!  The seller decided against risking that and gave them 

to his 16 year old daughter, who had been on the beginners’ course and wanted to start beekeep-

ing, so that worked out well.  The beaming great grin on her face reminded me that beekeeping is 

fun. 

 

This summer at the apiary we changed the meeting format, partly because of the poor light in the 

evenings caused by the growing tree canopy, partly in response to members suggesting 7-day in-

spections.  Themed topics were asked for and at most meetings we have done that, either as a 

whole group or in smaller ones.  There have been a tremendous amount of interesting things seen 

at the apiary, much more than the ordinary beekeeper with a few colonies will see in their own 

bees. 

 

Considering we have around 150 members, I am a bit disappointed at the rather poor attendances 

at meetings this summer, being as low as 8, but generally 12-15.  We have a teaching apiary as 

good as any I have seen, usually with a lot going on at meetings, but to give members tuition they 

need to be there to see and discuss it.  I fully appreciate that your time is your own, but if there are 

reasons for not attending meetings when you would like to, then perhaps we can make changes to 

suit you, especially if there are issues that affect several members. 

 

I would appreciate hearing about your views, as we may be able to modify things to suit you better 

for next year.  There is no point organising things you don't want or at times when you have other 

commitments.  Please feel free to speak to me, just give me a call or an email, even if it is a com-

plaint - complaints can be useful.  This will of course be in confidence.  Would you prefer meet-

ings in the morning, on Sunday or Tuesday?  Are meetings too long or too short?  Do we cover 

what you want - or what you don't want?  Are meetings held too often? 

 

If possible I want to put on what you want and when you want it - it is your association, not mine.  

If we don't discuss things we tend to get what we have always got. 

 

 

Roger 
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Your help is needed to extract the training apiary honey. 

 

The final extraction will take place on Saturday 20th August.   

 

Friday 19th August, meet at Dounhurst 14.00 to apply clearer boards.  

 

Meet at Dounhurst apiary at 09.00 Saturday 20th, to remove supers and then on to Hampers Green, 

Petworth.   

 

Tea and biscuits provided.  Bring your own lunch.   

 

Please let Martin Hill know if you are available on 07966509424. 

Dunctonwoodhoney@gmail.com 

 

 

Safety at the Teaching Apiary 

 

We take our ‘Duty of Care’ responsibilities seriously.  Members and visitors are advised that natu-

ral hazards are present at the apiary, as you would expect in any natural location.  It is the respon-

sibility of all attendees to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the wellbeing of themselves 

and those in their charge.  Head protection should be worn when close to the bees.  Any accidents 

and injuries should be notified to the Demonstrator in charge of their group.   

 

WGBKA Executive Committee 

 

The following information may be subject to change. 

 

August 

6th Wasps. 

 Wasp traps. 

 Wiggle Wedge 

 

13th T.B.A. 

 

20th T.B.A. 

 

27th T.B.A. 

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have 

arrived by this time! 

mailto:Dunctonwoodhoney@gmail.com


Page 5 

5  

 

How to book the Division’s extractor.  A reminder from John Glover. 

 

The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan.  If you wish to ‘book’ 

anything, please contact me by Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com . 

 

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your requirements.  Equipment will be loaned 

for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be necessary 

for it to be collected and returned to my home address in Loxwood, unless 

otherwise agreed. 

 

Equipment available:- 

 

3 frame manual extractor 

50kg bottling tank with strainer 

New plastic uncapping tray! 

 

John 

 

Photo of similar 

manual extractor 

Signing up to BeeBase as a Beekeeper will enable you to have access to all the latest information 

regarding disease and pest outbreaks and the latest advisory information; together with the results 

of various research projects. 

 

If you haven’t done so already, sign up now! – It’s FREE 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com 

 

 

An important message from our BBKA Exam Secretary. 

 

Members who intend to sit the November 12th modules should send us their completed and coun-

tersigned application forms, with the appropriate cheque made payable to BBKA, not later than 

the 14th September. 

 

Please send to the following address: 

R H & M Brooks, 23 Lionel Avenue, Felpham, Bognor Regis, West Sussex. PO22 8LG. 

 

Telephone:  01243 584531 

Mobile:  079 175 854 24. 

 

 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
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BIBBA  
CONFERENCE 2016: 20th-22nd September 

Isle of Man, UK 

 

Three days of quality international speakers with wide appeal to both beekeepers and the wider 

scientific community.  

28 presentations with a choice of two lectures.  

Speaker profiles and content summaries available at http://bibba.com/conference/ 

BIBBA 

Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association 

for the conservation, reintroduction, study, selection and improvement of native or near-native 

honeybees of Britain and Ireland 

 

Are you a Wisborough Green member interested in selling your honey at a local farmers market? 

  

Pulborough Market has lost its honey seller due to the beekeeper no longer keeping bees.  The or-

ganiser is looking for another beekeeper to sell honey at the market.  They are also happy for the 

beekeeper to sell other items they have made with hive products. 

 

The market is held on the 4th Saturday of each month.  It is an indoor market at Pulborough Vil-

lage Hall, held from 9.00 to 12.30, and the fee for a small table is £5. 

 

If you are interested in renting a table to sell honey and any wax products you produce, please con-

tact the organiser as detailed below. 

 

Charlotte Allfrey  at  pulboroughmarket@btinternet.com 

Do you intend to sell or give away some of your bees?  Or maybe you will be collecting 

swarms and then passing them on?  If so, it is important to record all movements of bees. 

 

The BeeBase website has advisory leaflets, including one entitled ‘Advice for Obtaining 

Honey Bees’: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167 .   

 

http://bibba.com/
mailto:pulboroughmarket@btinternet.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
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Tom Moore describes the treatments currently available. 

 

LATE SUMMER VARROA TREAMENT, 2016 

 

Now is the time to think about (and carry out) the most important anti-Varroa treatment of the 

year.  It is vital that we reduce Varroa numbers before winter, and as far as possible before the 

winter bees are produced; these bees, which have to live for six months, must be in the best possi-

ble health. 

 

There are a number of approved products for treating Varroa in honeybees.  Some are ‘chemical’ 

treatments and other more ‘natural’ products.  Some years ago the standard treatment was the 

‘chemical’ method, with synthetic pyrethroids that are still available under the brand names Apis-

tan and Bayvarol.  However, after some years the mites developed resistance to these chemicals, 

and we do not recommend their use. 

 

The most popular products for use at this time of year (directly after honey harvest, and before 

temperatures drop in autumn) are based on thymol, a natural material found in oil of thyme.  This 

is licensed in three different  products, all of which we stock.  For details see below.  This material 

is much more ‘natural’ and though less efficient than the synthetic pyrethroids before resistance 

occurred, it is unlikely that resistance to thymol will develop as it has a broader mode of action. 

 

Treatment with thymol should be done immediately after taking off the summer honey, while tem-

peratures are still relatively high - to be effective we need daytime temperatures to be 15 degrees C 

or above. 

 

For all thymol products it is likely to increase the effectiveness if mesh floors are sealed during the 

period of treatment, but if the weather is too hot the vapour may drive the bees out in the first few 

days after application, so take care on this aspect. 

 

Very recently a further chemical treatment based on amitraz has been approved.  This material has 

been in use for some years in other countries, and to treat mites and fleas on animals.  The product, 

Apitraz 500, is not yet freely available and we are concerned about its effects, so are not recom-

mending it currently. 

 

Finally, there are two other approved products suitable for treatment at other times.  Formic acid, 

available as MAQS, can be used while supers are on (and needs that volume for safe treatment) so 

can be a useful in-season treatment, with no legal problems over residues in honey.  Due to short 

shelf life we are not stocking MAQS.  Then there is oxalic acid, approved last year in the product 

Api-bioxal, for use in the broodless period in mid winter, and which we will have available at the 

appropriate time. 

 

 

Please see page 8 for details of the products available via the apiary 

shop and prices. 
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PRICES AND AVAILABILITY 

 

We have been able to obtain supplies that allow us to sell on to members at prices that are much 

lower than from the main suppliers (in fact Apiguard and ApilifeVar are cheaper than we have 

been able to offer them previously), and of course there is no carriage to pay:- 

 

Apiguard - thymol (12.5g) in a gel base that allows for controlled release over a period of time.  

Requires two packs per full hive, applied at a 2 week interval giving a 4 week treatment period. 

For more detail see http://www.vita-europe.com/products/apiguard/ 

Price £2.20 per sachet or £20.00 per pack of 10 (to treat 5 hives). 

 

ApilifeVar – thymol (8g) plus eucalyptus oil, levomenthol and camphor in the form of a brittle 

foam strip from which the active ingredients vapourise (*** note that the oils in ApilifeVar will 

dissolve polystyrene ***).  Requires two sachets per full hive, applying half a pack (the strip is pre

-cut) each 7 days over a 4 week treatment period. 

For more details see http://beekeeping.com/chemical-laif/index.htm 

Price £2.20 per sachet or £20.00 per 10 sachets (to treat 5 hives). (Limited stock) 

 

Thymovar – thymol (15g) in a thin fibrous cloth base; it is applied in two stages 3 weeks apart 

giving a 6 week treatment period.  Only supplied in a pack to treat 5 hives (*** note that the oils in 

ApilifeVar will dissolve polystyrene ***). 

For more details see http://www.thebeebusiness.co.uk/thymovar.php 

Price £24.00 per 5-hive pack. 

 

Please order in advance for supply at the apiary (or if you can’t get to an apiary meeting, then by 

arrangement to collect from Tom in Petworth).   

 

To help you decide which to use, see the separate article on page 4 of this newsletter.   

 

Rates of application are based on a full colony; you should adjust for nuclei and very small colo-

nies. 

 

Email orders to Tom on stone.house@btinternet.com 

 

 

Do you have surplus honey stocks that you are happy to sell by the single bucket from time to 

time?  

 

If so, please send your details to the editor of this newsletter in the first instance. 

 

Email: caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

Everything is ticking along nicely in the apiary.  All four colonies have laying queens and I am 

waiting for the stores in the supers to be capped ready for extraction.   

 

My largest colony (Borage) has four supers and the second brood chamber is also completely full 

of stores. As you can imagine, there is quite a bit of lifting involved during inspections.   I have 

several ways of making this a little easier.  The first is the use of wooden wedges when lifting su-

pers.  The super is cracked open and I use two wedges to prop the super up, one at each back cor-

ner; allowing me to re-adjust my hand-hold before lifting from the hive.  Depending on the weight 

of the supers I will lift one or two at a time. With four supers on a colony I always remove the top 

one on its own, as I am lifting from a greater height.  Another trick is to place a spare empty brood 

chamber onto the upturned roof so you are not going quite so low with a heavy super, lessening 

any potential strain on the beekeeper’s back.  I also use my wooden wedges and a spare box when 

lifting the top brood chamber from the hive.  That little bit of extra height makes all the difference 

when you come to lift it back up again. 

 

Another invaluable beekeeping aid is my Waggle Wedge, which was 

a given to me as a present by a fellow beekeeper (purchased from 

Derek Ready).  I have been using this for two seasons and would not 

be without it.  I use it whenever I am replacing a super or brood 

chamber onto a hive.  It has a handy magnet on it, so my hive tool 

sticks to it and the two are always together.   

 

When returning a super to the hive I place the Waggle Wedge on top 

of the open box of the hive; so the stopper is against the edge of the 

box at the rear of the hive.  I use my smoker to ensure there are no 

bees clinging to the bottom of the super and then lift the super onto 

the hive; lining up the front edge and gently lowering the super to rest on the Waggle Wedge at the 

back.  The wedge maintains a gap between the boxes on three sides.  The wedge is then removed 

by slowly waggling (or wiggling) it from side to side with one hand, leaving your other hand free 

to use a smoker as and when required.  The top box is gently lowered onto the box below without 

crushing bees.  The simplest tools are often the best. 

 

If a box is too heavy for me to lift, I will remove some of the frames into a spare box in order to 

lighten the load.  I do not see the point of ‘acting the hero’ and risking permanent damage to your 

body by lifting something that is too heavy.  On the other hand, I believe that if you are going to 

be a beekeeper you should be able to manage your hives on your own, adapting your methods ac-

cordingly.  Remember, the friend who ‘always’ helps you may not be available when your hives 

require inspecting.  

 

Another important aspect of being an apiarist is to keep accurate and up to date hive records.  For 

the first year of my beekeeping I utilised the record sheet used at Dounhurst, but have since 

‘tweaked’ it to suit my individual needs.  I keep a record sheet for each hive and they are com-

pleted after each visit to the apiary.  In the past I have written about whether records should be at 

home, to be reviewed prior to going to inspect the hives, or kept at the apiary with the hives.  One  
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way I resolved this question was to duplicate the record sheets by using carbon paper; so one copy 

stayed with the hive and the other was taken home.  This worked but it was a bit of a nuisance try-

ing to stop the carbon paper being blown around the apiary on a windy day.  I have since changed 

to a ’multiple hive record’ sheet; this is completed at the colony inspections and information trans-

ferred at my leisure to each individual hive record.  The multiple sheet doesn’t have to be neat and 

tidy and I don’t worry if it gets covered in propolis.  This sheet has a column to make notes of my 

plans for the next inspection; and I use it as my ‘working’ record.  The main record sheet for each 

colony details relevant information without all the additional notes (and stays clean).  The multiple 

record sheet looks like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I like to record how many frames of brood there are, as I find this helps to track the growth of the 

colony.  The ‘Notes’ and ‘Plan’ columns act as an aid memoire for the next inspection.  This is an 

example of a recent recording for one colony: 

 

 

 

 

 

The main hive record details the removal of the queen to another colony and the presence of queen 

cells, but does not need to show when the next check is to be undertaken or what my plans are.  If 

the colony was passed onto another beekeeper the main hive record would go with it, therefore the 

record sheet should be clear and concise. 

 

It is possible to create your hive records on BeeBase, but I’m old fashioned and prefer to use pen 

& paper.  I don’t have an iPad, but if I did I wouldn’t like the idea of it being covered in propolis 

because I was using it at the apiary to check or update my records.  Some beekeepers use a spread-

sheet to maintain their records, but this relies on either looking-up the record electronically or 

printing it each time you go to the apiary.  Whichever way you choose to maintain your hive re-

cords, the important thing is they are up to date and record all details that are relevant to the man-

agement of the colony.  If another beekeeper would be able to understand your records and use 

them to manage a colony in your absence, then you are getting it right; if not, you may wish to re-

view your record keeping. 

 

The bees have been collecting a variety of pollen, producing a kaleidoscope of 

colours within the combs; which goes to show there must be a diverse source of 

forage in the countryside at present.  One pollinator crop I recently discovered in 

a local field is Phacelia.  This crop is common in France, but it is the first time I 

have spotted it locally.  It is excellent forage for all pollinators, and also looks 

and smells beautiful.  

 

 
Caroline             

 

Hive Date Eggs Q/c Drones? Brood x Stores/

space 

Disease 

check 

Supers Notes Plan 

  Y/N Y/N Y/N  Y/N     

  Y/N Y/N Y/N  Y/N     

  Y/N Y/N Y/N  Y/N     

  Y/N Y/N Y/N  Y/N     

 

Notes Plan 

Building Q/Cells.  Removed queen to ‘B/cup’. Check end of week & remove Q/cells. 

 

 

Footnote:  Subsequent to completing my article 

for the newsletter, Roger issued an email notifi-

cation for the next apiary meeting; there is to be 

a demonstration of the Waggle Wedge   -  great 

minds think alike!   

Image shown is not to scale. 
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Martin Hill gives a brief review of the Bee Health Day held on 2nd July. 

 

Bee health Day at Ifold 

 

Firstly, thank you to Sue and Graham for organising and running the day. (Nice cup of tea).  I have 

been to a similar day before but this was very professionally presented by David Rutland from 

East Surrey Bees.  I am sure that everyone got a great deal from the two sessions, from those of us 

with a few colonies to those who are just starting with the first one or two.  To get the chance to 

see and smell AFB and EFB up close and personal is not to be missed.  We also benefited from 

David's wealth of experience as a Bee inspector and Bee farmer.  

Martin 

I would like to add my thanks to Sue who worked extremely hard over a period of months to find 

someone who was qualified, and willing, to hold a Bee Health learning opportunity for our mem-

bers.  It is a shame that despite the committee’s efforts to arrange such an event, attendee numbers 

were low. 

 

To those of you who decided not to attend, I can assure you that you missed a very informative 

session.  BeeBase has learning sessions for Honey Bee Pests, Diseases and Viruses.  There are 

quizzes to test your knowledge.  Log-in to the Foulbrood Quiz and see how many questions you 

can answer.  I did this following the Health Day at Ifold and scored 100% (with a nice certificate 

to prove it).  If you find you get a low score, maybe it’s an indication that you should have at-

tended the Health Day. 

 

Caroline 

 

Maggie reviews a bee crawl held on 17th July. 

 

The demonstrators and committee members decided to get together and have a fun day out.  

You've heard of (and possibly even partaken of) a pub crawl; well a bee crawl works along the 

same lines.  Nose around someone's apiary, nick a few cuttings from their garden and inspect their 

underwear (on the washing line, of course!) oh, and, go through their bees.  Might even be the of-

fer of a cup of tea.   

 

The big day arrived and the weather looked set fair; despite Murray's naysay-

ing and doom mongering.  Richard Gibby gamely volunteered to drive a few 

of us in his camper van, to make our little charabanc outing as green as possi-

ble and cut down on parking difficulties, so we met in Petworth car park. 
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We joined everyone else at the Duncton fishing lakes to 

have a gander at Martin Hill's apiary and bees.  After go-

ing through 4 ½ of his colonies, and administering first aid 

to one of our members (committee member and demon-

strator, no less, who didn't realise that smokers get hot); 

Richard Gibby demonstrated his queen spotting skills (not 

for the first time) and we were introduced to Derek 

Ready's wedge - great, but simple little device that aids 

removal and replacement of (multiple) supers.  Perfect for those of us that do not have a resident 

bee buddy.  Probably would have gone through even more colonies had Maggie not upset the bees 

and we had to retire gracefully before everyone got stung.  Discretion being the better part of val-

our! 

 

Next it was onto Anne Dennig's apiary, at Botany Bay, 

just inside Seaford College.  She has worked wonders 

transforming an overgrown chalk stream into a wildlife 

haven and child-friendly teaching area.  We went through 

3 of her colonies and then retired to partake of a picnic 

lunch in beautiful surroundings.   We had time to discuss 

the recent shortage of nectar after the OSR finished and 

the difficulties and advantages of keeping bees in wood-

land, and near children.  Loved Anne's common sense approach in keeping a coffee table behind 

the colony to put the supers on - saves bending down and potential back damage. 

 

Murray West was our next victim, I mean host, over at Graffham.  

His apiary is surrounded by bracken and, luckily, sweet chestnut - 

absolutely delicious honey.  Having started out with WBCs he has 

now seen the light and switched over to modified Nationals.  We 

went through about 3 colonies but concentration was starting to 

wane - promises of cake and tea at Tom and Gordon's might have 

contributed to the 'low blood sugar' we all feigned! 

 

The final apiary was Tom and Gordon's woodland, where we had a brief 

history and tour, before opening up a few colonies of interest.  Again the 

honey was tasted and found to be different despite the close proximity to 

Murray's.  Their battle with bracken was virtually won and native heather 

and moss was naturally re-colonising. 

 

Finally, the kettle boiled and the cake was broken out.  What is it about 

beekeepers, tea and cake?  Jeremy was extremely happy that he didn't 

need to 'persuade' anyone to volunteer for tea duty!  It was fascinating to 

see how other beekeepers keep their bees, manage their apiaries, and to 

steal some good ideas from experienced beekeepers.  Both visitors and 

hosts benefitted from this day of beekeeping-by-committee.  It was par-

ticularly interesting to hear how all our hosts cope with out-apiaries and find there are more bene-

fits than drawbacks in keeping bees away from home.  Unfortunately, we couldn't invite all mem-

bers as space and parking was limited, but everyone enjoyed themselves and admitted to learning 

some new tips and tricks - even Roger!  We finished the afternoon with the aim to make this an 

annual or biennial event - so next year it could be you on the radar.  Do you have an apiary or gar-

den of interest that could do with a good Roger-ing!?            

Maggie 
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The Wisborough Green Honey Show is on Monday 29th August 2016 
 

Please note that the final Show Schedule, Rules and Entry Form for the 2016 Wisborough Green 

Honey Show are attached to the email distributing this newsletter.  

 

Many of you have, or soon will be, extracting honey.  Some of you may have been perfecting your 

wax moulding skills during the past year.  A few new members may not yet have bees of their own 

but have been photographing bees and beekeepers in action.  The non-beekeeping members of 

your family may like baking using honey (for the baking classes it does not have to be your own 

honey).  This means all of you should be able to enter at least one exhibit in this year’s WG Honey 

Show! 

 

We need to have 100 exhibits in order to qualify for the BBKA Blue Ribbon Award.  If all our 

members entered one exhibit each we would nearly reach this target (we failed to reach the target 

last year).  So give it a go, it’s really not that difficult!  Select the classes you would like to enter 

from the Show Schedule, then carefully read the Rules, noting anything specific to the class you 

are entering.  If after reading the rules you are unsure about anything, I am happy to answer any 

questions or worries you may have; and any of the other committee members will be able to help 

you with hints on showing – just ask!  I can be contacted by e-mail at caro-

line.drewett@btinternet.com or by phone on 01798 343883 (leave a message if I’m not in). 

 

Each year someone has to withdraw their entry at the last minute because they have failed to read 

the Show Schedule and Rules adequately.  This is a shame after the effort they have made to get 

their exhibit to the show.  The Show Schedule and Rules are there to help you, so please take time 

to read them prior to filling out your entry form.  A common mistake is having the wrong number 

of jars for honey classes.  Please remember that with the exception of three of the classes, each 

honey class requires two identical jars of honey.  The other three honey classes require jars as 

follows: 

 

 Honey as offered for sale requires three identical jars. 

 

 Liquid honey for comment requires one jar. 

 

 Liquid honey to be judged on taste requires one jar (covers for jars are supplied on the day). 

 

New beekeepers should be encouraged to enter the Novice Class, with the opportunity to win the 

Roger Patterson Novice Cup !  The Novice Class is open to WG members only and includes mem-

bers who have not won a first prize for honey in a WGBKA show in the last three years.  For ex-

ample, if a member was awarded a 3rd in the Novice Class last year, they can now enter again this 

year, having put into practice the judge’s comments.  So even if you have been beekeeping for 

several years, you may still be able to enter the novice class  

 

Another common mistake exhibitors make is to forget exactly which classes they have entered and 

leaving entries at home by mistake.  Don’t get caught in this trap.  Take a copy of your entry form 

before you send it.  That way you can make sure you prepare the correct exhibits and you can 

check you have loaded them all into the car before leaving home.  It also saves the Show Secretary 

a lot of additional work and a huge headache on the morning of the show! 

 

mailto:caroline.drewett@btinternet.com
mailto:caroline.drewett@btinternet.com
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To ensure we are inline with the National Honey Show rules, some elements of the Wisborough 

Green Honey Show rules were updated last year.  There have been a few minor updates this year; 

another reason to ensure you read the Show Rules and note anything specific to the classes you are 

entering.  Details exhibitors failed to take note of last year are listed below: 

 

 Exhibitors are responsible for the delivery and collection of their own exhibits either person-

ally or by a named third party.  *I can not take delivery of entries prior to the show. 

 

 Wax must be exhibited in a transparent plastic bag.  *If you are unable to source a suitable 

bag, I have a small supply that will be available on the morning of the show. 

 

 Where one specific weight is specified in the schedule, the wax exhibit must be within 10% 

of that weight. 

 

 All cakes, biscuits and sweets to be exhibited in clear unsealed plastic bags and placed on a 

white paper plate or a plate with a white doily.  *If you are unable to source a suitable 

bag, I have a small supply that will be available on the morning of the show. 

 

 Sweet recipes must be displayed on paper or card no larger than ‘A5’ size.  *It is your re-

sponsibility to provide the card and recipe. 

 

 Extracted honey must be in clear 1lb (454g) British Standard squat glass honey jars.  Lids 

must be matching screw or twist-off lids (either lacquered metal or white plastic). 

 

 Points will be awarded as follows: 

First      6 points 

Second     5 points 

Third      4 points 

Very Highly Commended  3 points 

Highly Commended   2 points 

Commended    1 point 

 

 

Here are a few basic tips for those who are exhibiting for the first time this year: 

 

 Jars should match (best if they are from the same box). 

 

 Honey jar lids should be clean.  Travel staining (a little honey on the lid due to transporta-

tion) is ok, dirty lids are not! 

 

 Don't under-fill your jars.  With the many makes of honey jar available and their varying 

weights, the only way the judge can be certain that the jar contains 454g (1Ib) of honey is if 

there is no air gap visible between the surface of the honey and the lower edge of the lid.  

Inside each jar neck is a fill line; make sure the contents reach it or that when the lid is on, 

you cannot see daylight between the honey and the lid. 

 

 If your exhibit is for a clear honey class, warm it gently a day or so before the show so that it 

looks clear and bright.  The judge will shine a torch through the jar which shows up any 

crystallisation. 

 

 Check the water content of your honey by using a refractometer. 
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 Drain your cut comb entries of loose honey; the judge will inspect both sides of the comb 

and prefers not to get too sticky  

 

 Comb honey suitable for extraction must be shown in an exhibition display case.  You will 

need to buy, beg, borrow or steal a special bee-proof exhibition case; if you don't have one  

ask around!  Select your comb on a hive inspection, clean it of excess wax with your hive 

tool and replace in the hive; hopefully the bees will clean and dry it for you by the following 

day. 

 

Please note these tips are intended as a guide for new members who have not shown exhibits be-

fore.  It is not a fully comprehensive list; other tips are available on the National Honey Show 

website, in books and on other websites. 

 

Last year there were a high volume of amendments to exhibits on the morning of the show.  Ex-

hibitors either changed their minds on what they were going to bring, or ticked multiple classes on 

the entry form to keep their options open.  This is a major headache for the Honey Show Secretary.  

To try and alleviate some of the problem, I am going to explain how you should complete the en-

try form if you are entering honey in Classes 1 to 3 (the light, medium, and dark honey classes). 

 

Hopefully it should be easy to decide if your two jars of honey are tending toward the light or dark 

end of the scale.  Deciding if your honey is medium is a little trickier.  So this is what you do: 

 

 If you think your two jars of honey are dark, then enter in the dark category (Class 3). 

 

 If you think your two jars of honey are light, then enter in the light category (Class 1). 

 

 If you think your two jars of honey are medium, then enter in the medium category (Class 2). 

 

On the morning of the show, the stewards will check your two jars of honey against the grading 

glasses.  If the honey matches a grading glass lighter or darker than the category you have entered, 

then we will move your exhibit into the appropriate Class and issue you with new exhibitor labels. 

 

 If you haven’t got a clue as to whether your two jars of honey are light, medium, or dark; 

enter your exhibit into the medium category (Class 2).  Please do not tick all three categories 

on the entry form for the one exhibit; if you do, I think I have more entries arriving than 

there are, plus it wastes my time before the show writing out three lots of cards and labels. 

 

On the morning of the show, the stewards will check your two jars of honey against the grading 

glasses.  If the honey matches the grading glass for either the light or dark categories, than the we 

will move your exhibit from the medium category into the appropriate Class; and issue you with 

new exhibitor labels. 

 

Please allow yourself plenty of time to stage your exhibits.  There will be three stewards on duty to 

assist you, but they can only deal with one person each at a time.  Once you have staged your ex-

hibits please vacate the area in front of the staging, to allow room for others to stage their exhibits.  

Although it is great to chat to fellow beekeepers whom you may not have seen for a while, it is not 

helpful to the stewards if you are standing in their way.  If you have time on your hands and are 

used to the process of how to prepare exhibits for staging, it would be nice if you could assist the 

novice members who have not entered the show before.  Please be patient and remember that you 

are not the only exhibitor who needs a replacement label or card, we can only deal with one re-

quest to amend entries at a time.  The stewards need to be ready for the judging at 10.00, not stag-

ing your late exhibits. 
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To ensure there is sufficient time to collate all the entries, the closing date for this year’s 

show is 5pm on Saturday 27th August 2016. 

 

Entries will be accepted by either post or email, using the WG Honey Show 2016 Entry Form.  

Make sure you complete the correct information on the form.  The entry form is an MSWord docu-

ment, that can be opened, data typed onto it, and saved to your computer.  It can then be forwarded 

by email.  The email will replace a physical signature.  Alternatively the blank entry form can be 

printed and completed by hand, then signed ready for posting.   

 

Last year I received email entries (invariably at the last minute) typed in various formats which 

were unclear; resulting in a significant amount of my time telephoning members to clarify exactly 

what they were intending to exhibit.  If you do have a problem accessing the published Entry Form 

on your computer, then send me an email which clearly details the class number and how many 

entries you are making for the class; put the details for each class on a separate line. 

 

Each exhibitor must have a separate entry form (or email).  If you want an exhibit to be entered in 

your name then I must have an entry in your name. 

 

If after reading this article and talking to other members you feel you are unable to enter anything 

in this year’s show, then please help by coming along on the day and supporting those who have 

exhibited.  There will be some of the Division’s honey on sale (just in case you are running out of 

your own) and there will be honey fudge and cosmetics by Derek & Liz Ready.  We share the mar-

quee with the WG Horticultural Society and it really is a sight to behold, well worth a visit. 

 

You can learn a lot by looking at the exhibits in the show and talking to members who have won 

prizes (if you’re lucky they will tell you their secret to getting honey to prize-winning standards).  

Although I have had to write a considerable amount regarding how to follow the Show Rules, they 

are really quite simple; provided you sit and read them before preparing your exhibits.  Entering is 

fun; ok it may seem nerve-racking preparing your entries but when you see your exhibits on show 

alongside those of your fellow beekeepers, it is well worth the effort.  It does look good and you 

realise you’ve had fun after all. 

 

One final plea  -  can you all cross your fingers and hope for better weather than we have had the 

last two years!  Anyone know a ‘sun dance’? 

 

I look forward to seeing you on the day.   

 

Caroline 
Wisborough Green Honey Show Secretary 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 
As usual we will have supplies available for members at apiary meetings this year. Because we buy in bulk 

you will find that our prices are generally lower than from anywhere else, and with no carriage charges! 

This is a valuable service to members, but does take volunteer time so please read below about ordering.  

All available at apiary meetings (subject to stock). 
 
How to order 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom at stone.house@btinternet.com so that 

they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a conven-

ient time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting, or if I am not carrying 

enough stock with me, you may have to wait until the next meeting! 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at April 2016 for current stocks. 

We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers. 

 
 

Frames  (unassembled)    all  60p 

DN1 for National and WBC brood chambers    

SN1 for National and WBC supers 

 

Frame nails  small bag (approx 80 grams)  £1.00 or      full box (500 grams) £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Wired Brood   95p   (some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

Wired Shallow  60p (please specify worker cell or drone cell)  

Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb)  40p 

 

Spacers  (to suit National hives) 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot  £2.00/pair  

Narrow plastic ends 10p (20p/pair) 

 

Sundries 

Hive tool  steel, yellow, British made   £8.50    

Hive strap orange, 3 metres  £4.00 

Smokers  two models in stainless steel, can be inspected at the apiary - £13.00 and £15.00 

 

Varroa Treatments 

Available for August treatment, we will have standard treatments; prices to be announced. 

 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 

 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the September edition no later than the 22nd August.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 


